





VL RELEVANT LAW/REGULATIONS

In accordance with the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
(PRWORA, 42 U.S.C. § 1305) and the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act
(CHIPRA) of 2009 (42 U.S.C. § 1396), Qualified non-citizens over age 19 as defined in PRWORA may
be eligible under the Medicaid State Plan when all other eligibility requirements are met, Lawful
permanent residents (LPRs) Green card holders are subject to the five-year bar (waiting period) for
Medicaid eligibility. LPRs may only become eligible for Medicaid afier the five-year period is complete.

See 210-RICR-10-00-3.7(A)(2)(a)(3)(AA).

VII. FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Appellant was previously approved for Medicaid.

2. The Appellant became a Lawful Permanent Resident on October 5, 2024,

3. On May 23, 2025, DHS sent the Appellant a Medicaid Review (Ex-Parte) Notice explaining that
the Appellant was no longer qualified for Medicaid coverage because they have not been lawfully
present in the United States for five years,

4. The Appellant does not dispute that they have not been lawfully present in the United States for

five years.
VIII. DISCUSSION

As stated above, Lawful Permanent Residents are subject to the five-year bar for Medicaid
eligibility, and they may only become eligible for Medicaid after the five-year waiting period is complete.
DHS testified that the Appellant is not eligible for Medicaid coverage because they have not been

lawfully present in the United States as a Lawful Permanent Resident for five years.

The Appellant did not dispute their failure to meet the five-year bar for Medicaid eligibility, as
they confirmed that they became a Lawful Permanent Resident on October 5, 2024. The Appellant

expressed concern that their children may no longer be qualified for Medicaid due to the five-year bar for
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Medicaid eligibility, however, DHS testified that no notice was sent regarding the Appellant’s children’s
ineligibility for Medicaid and DHS further testified that the Appellant is the only person whose Medicaid
coverage is currently being terminated according to the Medicaid Review (Ex-Parte) Notice. As this
decision is limited solely to the Appellant’s Medicaid eligibility, the children’s eligibility for Medicaid

will not be discussed further.

Because a Lawful Permanent Resident must be lawfully present in the United States for five years
to become eligible for Medicaid and because it is undisputed that the Appellant has not met the five-year
bar for Medicaid eligibility as a Lawful Permanent Resident, there is a preponderance of evidence to

show that DHS correctly terminated the Appellant’s Medicaid coverage.

IX. CONCLUSION OF LAW

After careful review of the testimony and evidence present at the administrative hearing, this
Appeals Officer concludes that:
1. Lawful Permanent Residents may only become eligible for Medicaid after the five-year
waiting period is complete.
2. The Appellant has not met the five-year bar for Medicaid eligibility as a Lawful Permanent
Resident.
3. There is a preponderance of evidence to show that DHS correctly terminated the Appellant’s

Medicaid coverage.
X.  DECISION

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, conclusions of law, evidence, and testimony it is found
that a final order be entered that there is sufficient evidence to support DHS’ termination of the

Appellant’s Medicaid coverage.

APPEAL DENIED
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{of fack Petoguta
Jack Peloquin

Appeals Officer

NOTICE OF APPELLATE RIGHTS

This final order constitutes a final order of the Department of Human Services pursnant to R1
General Laws §42-35-12. Pursuant to RI General Laws §42-35-15, a final order may be appealed to the
Superior Court sitting in and for the County of Providence within thirty (30) days of the maifing date of
this decision. Such an appeal, if taken, must be completed by filing a petition for review in Superior
Court. The filing of the complaint does not itself stay enforcement of this order. The agency may grant,

or the reviewing court may order, a stay upon the appropriate terms,

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that I mailed, via regular mail, postage prepaid, a true copy of the fotregoing to

B e —
I - Kirstcn Cornford, the DHS Appeals Unit at

DHS. Appeals@@dhs.ri.goy, and the DHS Policy Office at dhs.policyquestions(i@dhs.ri.gov on this

&iﬂ' day of AUC’UH. ,(Q‘O&LS
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