





RELEVANT LAW/REGULATIONS

Rhode Island Works

For a household to be eligible for Rhode Island Works, the household’s gross income, after any
deductions, needs to be below the maximum Rhode Island Works benefit amount for that household size.
R.I.G.L. § 40-5.2-9(h) & 218-RICR-20-00-2.1.3(B). The ainount of benefits the household receives, if
eligible, is the maximum for that household size minus, dollar for doliar, any countable income. R.I.G.L.
§ 40-5.2-11(c). The maximum Rhode Island Works benefits for a household of three is $865 a month,

RIG.L. § 40-5.2-11 & 218-RICR-20-00-2.18.1(B).

Gross income includes all sources of income being received or potentially available to the
household except those sources specifically excluded. 218-RICR-20-00-2.15.1(A). Countable income
includes wages from working and child support paid directly to the household. 218-RICR-20-00-

2.15.4(B) & see 218-RICR-20-00-2.15.7.

There is an earned income deduction for Rhode Istand Works, The first $525 of gross wages is
excluded. After the $525 is excluded, ' of the remaining gross earned income is then excluded. RI.G.L,

§ 40-5.2-10(g)(2) & 218-RICR-20-00-2.15.3(E).

There is a child support deduction for Rhode Island Works. This deducts the first $50 of child
support for the initial month of eligibility income calculation. After the initial month of eligibility, the
child suppoit must be turned over to the Office of Child Support Services. When turned over to the Office
of Child Support Services, the household will be given the first $50 of child support which does not count

for Rhode Island Works. See 218-RICR-20-00-2,15.7.
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Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

When determining eligibility for SNAP, the household’s income must be determined. For SNAP,

this includes earned income, Rhode Island Works payments, and child support payments. 218-RICR-20-

00-1.5.2(A)(1)(a)(1), (A)2)(a)(1)(an), & (A)2)(a)(3).

Once the gross income is determined, several deductions are applied. The first deduction is 20%
of the earned income is deducted to account for taxes and fees. 218-RICR-20-00-1.5.7(A)(6)(a)(1).
Second, a standard deduction is applied. For a household of three, this amounts to $204.00. 218-RICR-

20-00-1.5.7(A)(6)(b)(2).

Third, excess shelter costs are deducted. This consists of taking the gross income less the above
deductions and dividing it in half. The amount of shelter costs that exceeds half of the countable income
is excluded, up to $712. If the household pays a utility cost, a standard utility allowance of $822 is used
regardless of the actual cost of utilities. 218-RICR-~20-00-1.5.7 (A)(6)(e)(2) & 218-RICR-20-00-

LISMYI)E & g).

After all the deductions are applied, the remaining amount is the countable net income for the
household. This net income figure is then used to calculate the SNAP benefit amount. The benefit amount
is the maximum allowed for the household size less 30% of the net income. 218-RICR-20-00-
1.15.1(I2)(2). For a household of three, the maximum SNAP allotment is $768. 218-RICR-20-00-

1.15.1(D)(4)(d).

OBJECTTONS AND MOTIONS

No objections or motions were made.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Appellant was approved for Rhode Island Works and SNAP. The Appellant’s household is a

household of three.
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directly to the household and it is beyond the initial month of eligibility, the entire child support income is
countable as income. DHS correctly added the child support to the Appellant’s countable earned income

for a total countable income of $688.

The benefit amount for a household of three is a maximum of $865.00. From this maximum the
household’s countable income of $688.00 is deducted resulting in a monthly Rhode Island Works benefit

amount of $177.00 Again, this was correctly calculated by DHS,

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

To calculate the correct amount of the Appellant’s SNAP benefits, there first needs to be a
determination of how much gross income the household makes. DHS used an average of $1,521 of earned
income from the Appellant’s two jobs, $177 in Rhode Island Works benefits, and a total of $190 in child
support. All these sources are countable for SNAP and the figures used by DHS are supported by the

various documents provided into evidence.

After the gross income is determined, several deductions are applied. These include a twenty
percent earned income disregard and a $204 standard deduction. Both deductions were calculated
correctly by DHS and included in figuring the SNAP benefit amount. After these two deductions, the

Appellant’s countable income is $1,379.80.

An excess shelter deduction was then calculated correctly by DHS. The Appellant’s shelter costs
consist of $1,895 of rent and a standard utility allowance of $822 for a total of $2,717. The $2,717 is then
reduced by half of the Appellant’s countable income (i.e., $1,379.80/2), which amounts to $689.90. This
results in an excessive shelter allowance of the $712 maximum, as the Appellant’s excess shelter costs
exceeded the maximum allowed. After all these deductions were correctly applied, the Appellant’ had

$667.80 of countable income for SNAP,

Thirty percent of the countable income is then subtracted from the maximum allotment for the

household. The amount subtracted in this case was $201, after rounding. Subtracting this from the
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maximum benefit amount of $768 yields a total of $567. Again, a review of the math shows that this

benefit amount was calculated correctly.

CONCLUSION OF LAW

After careful review of the testimony and evidence present at the administrative hearing, this
tribunal concludes:
1. The Appellant’s Rhode Island Works benefit amount is correct.

2. The Appellant’s SNAP benefit amount is correct.
DECISION

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, conclusions of law, evidence, and testimony it is found
that a final order be entered that there is sufficient evidence to support the appellant’s decrease in Rhode

Island Works and SNAP benefits.
APPEAL DENIED

o Shaun T, Mssae

Shawn J. Masse

Appeals Officer
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NOTICE OF APPELLATE RIGHTS

This final order constitutes a final order of the Department of Human Services pursuant to RI
Genezal Laws § 42-35-12, Pursuant to RI General Laws § 42-35-15, a final order may be appealed to the
Superior Court sitting in and for the County of Providence within thirty (30) days of the mailing date of
this decision. Such appeal, if taken, must be completed by filing a petition for review in Superior Court.
The filing of the complaint does not itself stay enforcement of this order. The agency may grant, or the

reviewing couit may order, a slay upon the appropriate terms,
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