





¢ A case note of December 1, 2022, entered into the Respondent’s case.
s The Benefits Decision Notice issued to the Respondent on December 1, 2022.
e The Electronic Disqualified Recipient System printout on the Respondent.
» A SNAP packet including the waiver to an Administrative Disqualification Hearing,
* Anecmail between the Agency and the Respondent.
The Respondent did not attend the hearing. In accordance with 7 C.F.R. § 273.16(e)(4) and 218-
RICR-20-00-1.23(K)(13), the hearing was conducted without the Respondent present or represented.

RELEVANT LAW/REGULATIONS

An IPV is defined as intentionally 1) making a false statement(s), 2) making a misleading
statement(s), 3) making a misrepresentation(s), 4) concealing fact(s), 5) withholding fact(s), or 6)
committing any act(s) that constitutes a violation of SNAP policy or statue. This must be done for the
purposes of 1) using, 2) presenting, 3) transferring, 4) acquiring, 5) receiving, 6) possessing, or 7)
trafficking in SNAP benefits. 7 C.F.R. § 273.16(c). To determine whether an Intentional Program
Violation has occurred, 7 C.F.R. § 273.16(e)(6) requires the state to conduct an Administrative
Disqualification Hearing to determine whether there is clear and convincing evidence that an Intentional

Program Violation occurred.

Similarly, 218-RICR-20-00-1.9, provides that “The Office of Internal Audit is responsible for
investigating any case of [an] alleged intentional program violation and ensuring that appropriate cases
are acted upon, either through Administrative Disqualification Hearings or referral[s] to a court of
appropriate jurisdiction.” It further provides that “[a]dministrative disqualification procedures or
referral[s] for prosecution action be initiated whenever there is sufficient documentary evidence to

substantiate” that an Intentional Program Violation occurred.

If there is a finding that there was an Intentional Program Violation, the disqualification penalty is

12 months for the first violation. 7 C.F.R. § 273.16(b)(1)(i) & 218-RICR-~20-00-1.9(A)(3)(c)(1).
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After careful review of the testimony and evidence present at the administrative hearing, this
tribunal conciudes:

1. The Respondent’s income exceeded the reporting threshold of $1,396 in March of 2022,

2. The Respondent was required to report this income increase to DHS by April 10, 2022, but failed
to do so.

3. The Respondent failed to report the increase of income on their Recertification/Renewal Notice
as required,

4. The failure to properly and timely report this income results in the Respondent committing an
Intentional Program Violation by making a false statement and withholding facts to continue to

acquire and possess SNAP benefits.
DECISION

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, conclusions of law, evidence, and testimony it is found
that a final order be entered that the Respondent committed an Intentional Program Violation and the

Respondent is barred from participating in the SNAP program for a period of one year.
AGENCY’S INTENTIONAL PROGRAM VIOLATION CHARGE IS GRANTED
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Shawn J. Masse

Administrative Disqualification Hearing Officer

NOTICE OF APPELLATE RIGHTS

This decision is a final order under R.L.G.L. § 42-35-12. Under R.1.G.L. § 42-35-15, this
Order may be appealed to cowrt within thirty (30) days of the mailing of this decision. Such

appeal, if taken, must be completed by filing a complaint in cowrt. The filing of the complaint
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