


II. JURISDICTION

The Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) is authorized and designated by
Rhode Island General Laws (R.I.G.L.) § 42-7.2-6.1 and the Rhode Island Code of Regulations (RICR)
210-RICR-10-05-2 to be the entity responsible for appeals and hearings related to human services. The
administrative hearing was held in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act (R.I.G.L. § 42-

35.1) and 210-RICR-10-05-2.

II1I.  ISSUE

The issue before this Administrative Disqualification Hearing Officer is whether the Respondent
committed a SNAP IPV by intentionally 1) making a false statement(s), 2) making a misleading
statement(s), 3) making a misrepresentation(s), 4) concealing fact(s), 5) withholding fact(s), or 6)
committing any act(s) that constitutes a violation of SNAP policy or statute to receive SNAP benefits, in

accordance with Federal and Departmental policy as set forth below.

Iv. STANDARD OF PROOF

The Administrative Disqualification Hearing Officer is required to carefully consider the
evidence and determine by clear and convincing evidence if an IPV occurred. The Agency’s burden to
support claims with clear and convincing evidence requires that they present clear, direct, and convincing
facts that the Administrative Disqualification Hearing Officer can accept as highly probable. 7 C.F.R. §

273.16(e)(6) & 218-RICR-20-00-1.9(B).

V. PARTIES AND EXHIBITS

Present for the Agency was Brittny Medeiros, internal audit manager, (Auditor Medeiros) who

provided testimony and evidence regarding the case. The following exhibits were presented as evidence:
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omitting his job information from the IR and stating he had no changes to his job income, which
was listed as zero.

2. The Respondent also failed to inform DHS that his monthly income exceeded $1,473.00, no later
than 10 days after the end of the month when the income increased, despite being clearly
informed on the November 16, 2022, BDN that he must do so.

3. The Respondent violated SNAP regulations 218-RICR-20-00-1.9(C) and 7 C.F.R. § 273.16(c)
that define an [PV.

4. The Agency has demonstrated by clear and convincing evidence that the Respondent committed

an [PV of the SNAP regulations starting on April 18, 2023.
X. DECISION

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, evidence, and testimony, it is
found that a final order be entered that the Respondent committed an I[PV of the SNAP regulations. It is
ordered that the Agency’s request for an [PV against the Respondent is granted. Consequently, as this is
the Respondent’s first IPV, he will be barred from participation in SNAP for 12 months, per 7 C.F.R. §

273.16(b)(1)(i) and 218-RICR-20-00-1.9(A)(3)(a)&(c).
AGENCY’S INTENTIONAL PROGRAM VIOLATION CHARGE IS GRANTED.

0% STt

Lori Stabile

Administrative Disqualification Hearing Officer
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NOTICE OF APPELLATE RIGHTS

This decision is a final order under R.I.G.L. § 42-35-12. Under R.I.G.L. § 42-35-15, this
Order may be appealed to court within thirty (30) days of the mailing of this decision. Such
appeal, if taken, must be completed by filing a complaint in court. The filing of the complaint
does not itself stay enforcement of this order. The agency may grant, or the reviewing court may
order, a stay upon the appropriate terms.

Appeals are generally filed in the Providence County Superior Court. However, appeals
affecting or concerning children under the age of eighteen (18) and/or appeals of a DCYF action
may need to be filed in Providence Family Court. If you have any questions about which court a
complaint for appeal should be made, you should seek the advice of an attorney, Rhode Island
Legal Services, or the clerk of the court where you wish to file your appeal. The courts’ contact

information can be found on the judiciary’s website (https://www.courts.ri.gov). Copies of the

appeal must be served upon all parties in your case within ten (10) days of the filing of your
appeal.

If you exercise any of these appellate rights, please inform the EOHHS appeals office of
this so we can prepare a copy of the record for the court. You can contact the Appeals Office at

OHHS.AppealsOffice@ohhs.ri.gov, 401.462.2132 (Phone), 401.462.0458 (Fax), or at 3 West

Road, Virks Building, Cranston, RI 02908.

Page 8 of 9 (Docket 26-0920)








