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Exhibit #5: Benefits Decision Notice (BDN) dated September 29, 2021,

Exhibit #6: Six-Month Interim Report (IR) dated March 8, 2022, and received on April 20,
2022.

Exhibit #7: Recertification dated September 1, 2022, and received October 28, 2022,
Exhibit #8: BDN dated November 3, 2022.

Exhibit #9: Recertification dated October 1, 2023, and received November 7, 2023,

Exhibit #10: Change Report Form dated November 7, 2023,

Exhibit #11: BDN dated November 7, 2023.

Exhibit #12: Electronic Disqualified Recipient System (eDRS) report obtained on March 13,
2026,

SNAP packet, including waiver of right to a hearing, dated March 18, 2026.

E-mail from Internal Auditor Medeiros to the Respondent dated April 2, 2026.

The Respondent did not appear for the scheduled Hearing. In accordance with 7 C.¥.R.

§273.16(e)(4) and 218-RICR-20-00-1, §1.23(K)(13), if the household member or its representative fails to
appear at the hearing without good cause, the hearing is conducted without the Respondent present. The

hearing commenced at 9:12 a.m. without the Respondent present or represented.

Y. RELEVANT LAW/REGULATIONS

7 C.F.R. §273.16 (¢), entitled “Disqualification for Intentional Program Violation (IPV), defines

an IPV as intentionally making false or misleading statements, or misrepresenting, concealing, or
withholding facts; or committing any act that constitutes a violation of SNAP, SNAP regulations, or any
State statute “for the purpose of using, presenting, transferring, acquiring, receiving, possessing or

trafficking of SNAP benefits or EBT cards.” To determine whether an intentional program violation has
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On November 7, 2023, DHS received a Change Report Form from the Appellant reporting a
change in his telephone number. The Respondent had the opportunity to report his income
increase at that time but failed to do so. The Respondent signed the form under the Penalty for
Perjury.

On November 7, 2023, a case note was entered by a DHS worker that read “11/7 SNAP recert on
OT. 1 took one task and called client but no answer. No time to call again, no changes reported.
However, I found a job on work number with a 5/30/2023 hire date not reported, will refer to
fraud. Iupdated all info in case, client lives with mother, does not pay rent or expenses. Recert
signed, all screens updated. No disability in SOLQ. SNAP closed due to over income, OP
referrals justified.”

A search was conducted on the eDRS, which revealed the Respondent has no prior SNAP
disqualifications. Accordingly, the Agency is seeking a 12 month SNAP disqualification,

On March 18, 2026, a waiver of the right to an administrative disqualification hearing was mailed
to the Respondent at his address of record. The packet contained the waiver and the IPV notice
for unreported income for the period April 20, 2022, through November 30, 2023,

On April 2, 2026, the Respondent returned a telephone call to the Agency. The Agency reviewed
the case with him and he wanted 1nore time to review the documents. There was further
communication regarding an incarceration the Respondent had, but that is not pertinent to the
time period the IPV is in question.

There was no further communication from the Respondent and a hearing commenced on June 1,

2026.
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NOTICE OF APPELLATE RIGHTS

This decision is a final order under R.I.G.L. § 42-35-12. Under R.I.G.L. § 42-35-135, this
Order may be appealed to court within thirty (30) days of the mailing of this decision. Such
appeal, if taken, must be completed by filing a complaint in court. The filing of the complaint
does not itself stay enforcement of this order. The agency may grant, or the reviewing court may
order, a stay upon the appropriate terms.

Appeals are generaliy filed in the Providence County _Superior Court. Howeyer,'appeals
affecting or concerning children under the age of eighteen (18) and/or appeals of a DCYF action
may need to be filed in Providence Family Court. If you have any questions about which court a
complaint for appeal should be made, you should seek the advice of an attorney, Rhode Island
Legal Services, or the clerk of the court where you wish to file your appeal. The courts’ contact

information can be found on the judiciary’s website (https://www.courts.ri.gov). Copies of the

appeal must be served upon all parties in your case within ten (10) days of the filing of your
appeal.

If you exercise any of these appellate rights, please inform the EOHHS appeals office of
this so we can prepare a copy of the record for the court. You can contact the Appeals Office at

OHHS.AppealsOffice@ohhs.ri.gov, 401.462.2132 (Phone), 401.462.0458 (Fax), or at 3 West

Road, Virks Building, Cranston, RI 02908.
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that [ mailed, via regular mail, postage prepaid, a true copy of the
foregoing to ||| G conics were sent,
via email, to DOA. Representatives Brittny Medeiros, Kimberly Seebeck; and DHS
representatives, Vania Rebollo, Iwona Ramian, Esq., Kimberly Rauch, Jenna Simeone, Jessica

Patrolia, Kirsten Comford, and DHS Policy Office on this 5N day of

June. 302

s
N/
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